2 2 S ER “I O U 8 2 
CONSIDERATIONS 

Oo N 
1 Abſolute P redeſiination. 


Extracted from a late AurHoR. 


SOSA 


2K15 T0 i ee 


Printed by WILLIAM Pix E, Leah 22 nr 


2 eue. . 8 1 
„ 


—— 


SERIOUS 


CONSIDERATIONS 
O N 


Abſolute PxEDEsSTINATION. 


Pp OD out of his infinite Love, who Jclighterh nor 

in the deith of a Sinner, but that all ſhould live 
and be ſawvid, hath given his only Son, to the end that w:ho/- 
ever believeth on him. fhuuld not periſh, but habe everlaſting 
Life: He ts the true Light, wh» enlighieneth every Man that 
cometh into the Nd. Arg this Light wou'd work out 
the Salvation of All, if not feſiſted Nor i- it leſs Univer. 
ſel than Inbred Sin, being the Purchaſe of his Death 
who !afted Death for every Man. For as in Adam all died, 
even fo in CHRIST ſhall all be made aliwe. 

2. But ſcme are not afraid to aſſert, That“ GOD by 
an Eternal and unchang« ble Decree hath predeſtinated to 
Eternal Damnation the far greater Part of Mankind, 
and that abſolutely, without any reſpe to their Works, 
but only for the ſhewing the Glory of his Juſtice : And 
that for the bringing this about, he lath appointed 
theſe miſerable Souls neceſſarily io walk in their wicked 

Ways, 
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Ways, that ſo his Juſtice may lay hold on them: And 
that he juſtly condemns theſe, altho' he hath withheld 
from them that Grace by which alone they could have 
laid hold of Salvation, as having decreed, (with- 
out any reſpect to their Works) Thst they ſhall not o- 
bey, and that the Goſpel which he publickly invites 
them to accept, ſhall never prove eſfectual for their Sal- 
votiog, but only ſerve to aggtavate their Guilt, and 
occaſion their greater Damnation,” 

3. We may ſafely call this Doctrine a Novelty, 
ſeeing in the firſt four hundred Years after Chtri!, there 
is no Mention made of it, by any Writer, gieat or 
ſmall, in any Part of the Chriſtian Church. For as 
it is contrary to the Teſtimony of Scripture, and to 
the Tcnor of the Goſpel, ſo all the antient Writers, 
Teachers and Doctors of the Church, paſs it over 
irh a profound Silence. The fiſt Foundations of it 
were laid, ia the latter Writings of Auguſline ; „ho in 
his Heat againſt Pulagius, let fall fome Exprefiions, 
which ſome have unbappily glean'd up for the eſtab- 
liſhing of this Error; thereby contradifting many others 
and many more, and frequent Expreſſions of the ſame 
Auguſtine, It was afterwards taught by Domzinicus, a 
Pepiſb Frier, and the Monks of his Order, and at halt it 
was unhappily taken up by Jen Calvin, (otherwite 
a Man 1a divers reſpeQs io Le commenced) to the great 
ſtaining of his Reputation, ard Defametion both of the 
Proteſtant and of the Chriſtian Religion However 
we ſhould not reject it for the Silence of the àAntients, 
If it had any real Bottom in the Word of GOD; and 
if it were not -iphily injurious % GOD Linge, to Jrsv's 
CHRIST our Med:a'or and Rediexer, to the Power, 
Virtue, Nebility and Fxceillency if his Birfſed Gel, and 
lafily tc All Mantind. 

4. Firlt, Jt is Lil injuricus to GOD, becauſe it 
makes him the Author of Sin. | coniefs the Af- 
ſertors of this Doctige dery this Conſequence of it : 
But that is but a meer TI::uhon, and is equally tidicu— 
ious, as if a Man ſhould deny, that ½ and 2 makes 
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fur. For if G OD has decreed, that the Reproba- 
ted ſhall Periſh, and if he hath alſo decreed that they 
ſhou'd walk in thoſe wicked Ways, by which they are 
led to that End: Who, I pray, is the firſt Author 
and Cauſe thereof but GOD, who fo willed and de- 
creed? This is as plain and natural a Conſequence, as 
any can poſſibly be. And therefore altho* many of 
the Preachers of this Docttine have ſought out various 
ſtrange, ſtrain'd and intricate Directions to avoid it, 
yet ſome, and that cf the moſt eminent among them, 
have openly acknowledg'd it. I ſhall inſtance a few 
among many Paſſaves, 00 T ſoy that by the Ordination 
md Will f GOD, gam fill, GOD ud have 
Man te fall, Man is Uindrd by the Will and Command- 
ment of GOD. He rifer the Cauſe: if harderang us 
io GOD. 75 hight or remote Cauſe of haidening 
is. the Will GOD. Theſe are Calvin's Words, 
(») G OD (faith Beza) bath predeſtinated xubomſoever 
he ſa cu wt, net only u Damnation, tut alſo unto the 
Cunjes it, 

(c) Ut is Certain ( ſaith Zarchius) that GOD is the 
firſt Caule of Obduration. Neprobates are held fo faſt 
under GOD*s Aimighty Decree, that they cannot but 
Sin ard Periſb. (d) GOD (faith Martyr) doth incline 
end force the Wills of Wicked Men into great Sins, 
(©) GOD (faith Zuinglius) moweth the Robber to kill, 
He k:ileth, GOD forcing him therewnto. (f) Repre« 
bate Perſons (ſaith Piſcatey) are abſolutely ordain'd 10 
this twofold End, To undergo everlaſting Puniſhment, 


and Neceſſarily to Sin And, therefore to Sin, that they 


may be juſtly puniſhed. 


) Calvin in cap. 3. Gen, 1d, 1. Inſt, c. 18. S. 1. 1d. 
Lib. de. Præd. &c. 


(b) B:za Lib. de Præd. 

(e) Zanch, de Excac. q. 5. Id. lib. 5. de Nat. Dei. 
(d) Martyr in Rom. 

(e) Zuing. lib. de Provid. c. 5. 

(0) Reſp. ad Vorſi, part. 1. P. 120. 
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5. If theſe Sayings do not import, That GOD is 
the Author of Sin, we muſt not then (eek theſe Men's 
Opinions from their Words, but ſome Way elſe, It 
ſeems as if they had aſſumed to themſ-lves that monſ- 
trous, twofold Wiil they feign of GOD: One by 
which they declare their Minds openly, and another 
more Secret and Hid ien, which is quite contrary to the 
other. Nor doth it at all help them to ſay, That Man 
ſins willingly ; fince that Will;»gne/s to Sin is (according 
to their judgment) ſo neceſſarily impoſed upon him, 
that he cannot but be Willing, becauſe GOD hath 
willed and decreed him to be ſo. This Shift is juſt as 
if I ſhould take a Child unable to reſiſt me, and throw 
it down from a high Precipice. The Weight of its 
Body indeed makes it goreadily down, and the Vio- 
lence of the Fall beats out its Brains and kills it. But 
tho' the Weight of its Body and not any immediate 
Stroke of my Hand makes the Child die ; whether 
is the Child or I the proper Cauſe of its Death? Let 
then any Man judge whether they who make GOD's 
Part as great, and more immediate, in the Sins of 
Men, do not make G O D the Author of Sin, and fo 
are highly injurious to him ? | 

6. Secondly, This Doctrine is injurious to G OD, 
becauſe it makes him dzlight in the Neath of Sinners, 
contrary to the Expreſs Words of GOD himſelf, 
As live, faith the Lord GOD, I have no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn 
from his Way and live. Turn ye, turn ye from your 


evil Ways: For why wall ye die, O Houſe of Threal? 


Ezek. xxxiii. 11. This is good and acceptable in the Sight 
of GOD our Savicur: Who willith all Mn to be 
ſaved, and to come unto the Knoweldge of the Trath, 
1 Tim. ii. 4. The Lord is long-/uffering, not wiling 
tha! any ſhuuld Periſb, but that all fhou'd come unto Ne- 
pentance. But if he hath created Men only for this 


very End, that he might ſhew forth his Vengeance up- 


on them (as theſe Men affirm) and for effecting this 
End, hath with held from them that Grace, whereby 
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alone they could be ſaved from periſhing, yea and alſ1 
predeſtinated the Evil, that they might fall into it; 
certainly he muſt d:lipht in their Death, contrary to his 
own expreſs Declaration, | 

7. Thirdly, This Doctrine is highly injurious 10 
CnrisT ow Mediator, and to the Efficacy and Excel- 
lency of his Gojpel. For it ſuppoſes his Mediation to be 
neceſſarily of none effect, with regard to the Salvation 
of the Greater Part of the World : As jf he had not by 
his Sufferings and Death throughly broken down the 
middle Mall, nor yet removed the Wrath of G OD, or 
purchaſed the Love of GOD for all Mankind: As if 
it was afore decreed, that it ſhould be of no Servive, to 
the far greater att of Mankind. And it is to no Purpoſe 
to ſay, That his Death was of Efficacy enough to have 
ſaved all Mankind; if in Effect its Virtue be not ſo far 
extended, as to put all Mankind into a Capacity of 
Salvation, 

3. Fourthly, I. makes the Preaching of the Goſpel 
2 meer Mock and Illuſion, if many of thoſe to whom 
it is preached, are by an irrevocable Decree, ſhut out 
trom being benefited by it. It wholly makes uſeleſs 
the preaching of Faith and Repentance, and the whole 
Tenor of the Goſpel- Promiſes and Threatnings. For 
if ſuch a Decree be already paſt, Man needs do nothing 
but wait for [rre/i//ible Grace: Which if he be Elec- 
ted, will come, tho? jt be but at his laſt Hour: And 
it he be Reprobated, will never come, be his Dilligence 
and Waiting what it can. 

9. Filthly, „This Doctrine makes the coming of 
CHx15T, and his Sacrifice on the Croſs, which the Scrip- 
ture affirms to have been the Fruit of GOD's Love to 
the World, to have been rather a Teſtimony of GOD's 
Wrath to the World, yea one of the greateſt Judgments 
and ſevereſt Acts that can be conceiv'd of GOD's 
Indignat on toward Mankind” : It being only ordain'd 
(according to this Doctrine) to ſavea very few, and 
for the hardening and increaſing the Damnation of 
the far greater Number of Men, namely of all Aa 
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do not truly believe: The Cauſe of which Unbelief a- 
gain, (as theſe Divines, fo called, above aſſert.) is the 
hidden Counſel of GOD. Certainly then the coming 


of Cusisr was never to them a Teſtimony of GOD's 


Love, but rather of his 1mplacable Wrath: And if the 
World may be taken for the far greater Number ofſuch 
as live init, GOD never loved the World, according 
to this Doctrine, but rather hated it greatly, in ſend- 
ing his Son to be cruciſied in it, 

10. Sixthly, This Dedrize is highly injuricus to Man- 
kind ; for it renders them in a far worſe Condition 
than the Devils in Hell. For theſe were ſome time 
in a Capacity to have ſtood: They might have kept 
their happy Eſtate but would not: Whereas many Mil- 
lions of Men are tormented for ever, according to them, 
who never where happy, nor ever can be, It renders 
them in a worſe State than the Beaſts of the Field, 
of whom the Maiter requires no more than they are 
able to perform, and it they be killed, Death is to 
them the End of all Sortow: Whereas Man is in Pain 
without End, For not doing that which he never was 
able to do. It puis him into a far worſe Condition 
than Pharoah put the Zjraclires: For tho? he with- 
held Straw from them, yet they could get it by much 
Labour. {But they make GOD to withhold from 
Men all Means of Salvation, ſo that they cannot at- 
tain it by all their Pains. Yea, they place Mankind 
in that Condition which the Poets feiga of Tantalus: 
Who oppreſt with Thirſt, ſtands in Water up to the 
Chin, yet can by no Means reach it with his e 
and being tormented with Hunger, hath Fruits hang- 
ing at his very Lips, yet ſo as he can never lay hold 
of them with his Tecth. And theſe Things are fo 
near him, not to nouriſh him, but to torment him. 
So do theſe Teachers make GOD deal with Mankind, 
They make the outward Creation, the Works of Pro- 
vidence, the Smitings of Conſcience, ſufficient to con- 
vince the Reprobates of Sin, but never intended to help 
them to Salvation. They make the Preaching of the 

Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, and the offer of Salvation by CauzrsT ſuffi- 
cient tocondemn them; ſerving to beget a ſeeming Faith 
and a vain Hope; yet by Reaſon of G0 D's Irre- 
fiſtible Decree, all theſe (lay they) are wholly ineffec- 
tual to bring them the leaſt Step towards Salvation, 
and do only contribute to make their Condemnation 
the greater, and their Torments the more violent and 
intolerable, 

11. In direct Oppoſition to this we aflirm, That 
GOD out of his infinite Love, who delighteth not in 
the Death of a Sinner, but that all ſhould livs and be 
faved, hath ſent his only begotten Son into that Morla, 
that whoſoever believeth in him might be ſrved, This 
Doctrine is ſo evident from the Scripture Teſlimon 
that there is ſcarce found any other Article of the Chrite 
tian Faith, fo frequently, ſo plainly and fo poſitively 
aſſerted. It is that which maketh the preaching of 
CnrisT to be indeed the Goſpel, or Glad Tidings 10 
All; as the Angel declared his coming to be, { Luke 
ii. 10 ) Behold I bring You Gord Tidings of Great Toy 
which ſhall be to all People. Whereas if this Coming 
of CRRISsT hath not brought a Poflihility of Salva- 
tion to all, it ſhould rather have been accounted Bad 
Tidings of great Sorrow to moſt People. Neither would 
the Anpel have had Reaſon to ſing, Peare on Earth 
and Good Will towards Men, if the Greateſt Part of 
Mankind had been neceſſarily ſhut out from receivin 
any Benefit from it. And indeed if ſo, how ſhoul 
CHar1sT have ſent out his Servants to preach the Go/- 
pel to every Creature? that is, To every Son and 
Daughter of Mankind ; for here is no Exception. He 
commands them to preach Saluation to All, Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins to All, warning every one and 
exhor!ing every one as Paul did Col. i. 28 But how 
cou'd they have preached the Goſpel to 6very Man, as 
became the Miniſters of ChRISsT, in much Aſſurance, 
if Salvation by that Goſpel had not been poſſible to 
Al? What if ſome of thoſe had aſked them, Hath 
Cnalsr died for Me? Should they have anſwered 
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conditionally, I Thou repent, Cha IsH died for Thee? 
The ſame Queſtion would have recurr'd, Hath CHRIS 
dicd for Me that I may repent * Otherawiſe My Repen+ 
tance is impoſſible. To this nothing could be anſwer'd 
but the ſame thing over again. Whereas thoſe who 
bring the Glad Tidings of the Goſpel of Peace, are to 
preach the Common Salvation, Repentance unto All, 
offering a Door of Mercy and Hope to All, thro? Js- 
sus CHRIST, who gave himſelf a Ranſom for All. 
The Goſpel invites All. And certainly CuxisT in- 
tended not to deceive and delude the Greater Part of 
Mankind, when he invites and cries, ſaying, Come unto 
me all Ye that are weary and beady-laden, and I will 
give You Reft, If All then ought to ſeek after him, 
and io look for Salvation by him, he muſt needs have 
made Salvation pofjib/e to Ail, For who is bound to 
ſeek after that which is impoſſible ! Certainly it were 
a Mocking of Men to bid them to do ſo. And ſuch 
as deny, that by the Death of CHRIST Salvation is 
made poſſible to All Men, do moſt blaſphemouſly make 
GOD mock the World, in giving his Servants a 
Commiſſion 7o preach the Gaſpel of Salvation unto All 
while he hath before decreed, that it ſhall not be poſ- 
ſible for them to receive it. Do not they make the 
Lord to ſend forth his Servants with a Lie in their 
Mz:uth, commanding them, to bid All and every one 
believe, that CyrisT died for Them, and had pur- 
chas'd Salvation for them: Whereas (according to this 
Dectrine) he hath done no ſuch thing, or ever intend- 
cd it? Seeing then CarisT hath commanded to 
preach Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins to All, it is 
certain that he dies for All: And that it is poſſible for 
all to repent and believe. In as much as he who 
commiſſion'd his Servants thus to preach, is a GOD 
of Truth and no Mocker of poor Mankind, neither 
Loth he require of any Man, that which it is fimply 
im poſſible for him to do. 

12. Moreover, if we regard the Teſtimony of the 
Scripture, there is not, that I know of, ene Regen 
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which aflirms, CHaIsT did not die for All, whereas 
there are divers Scriptures which poſitively and exp: eſs- 
ly affirm, He did, As 1 Tim. ii. 1, 9,4, 6. I ex- 
hort therefore that firſt of all Supplications, Prayers, 
Interceſſions and giving of Thanks be made for al Men, 
Sc. For this is good and acceptable in the Sight of 
GOD our Saviour, who will have all Men to be 
Javed, and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth — 
Who gave himſelf a Ranjom for all, to be teflijied in 
due time. Except we make the Apolite to aſſert quite 
another thing than Le meant, there can be nothing 
more plain than this. For fir he here directs them 
To pray for all Men; and to prevent ſoch zun Obyec- 
tion as this, CnRH IST prayed not for the World, neither 
willeth he us to pray for all: Becauſe he willeth not 
that ail ſhould be ſaved, but hath ordain'd many to be 
damned, he adds, hs is good and acceptable with GOD 
who willeth all Men to be ſaved, I defire to know 
what can he more expreſsly affirmed? Or, can any 
Io Propobtions be tated in Terms more contracictory, 
than theſe T'wo. 

60 D with nat ſome Men to be ſaved, and 

CG 0 D wil?th all Men to be ſaved ! 

we believe the lall, as the Apoſtle hath affi: med, 
th- bid cannot be true, Whence (to conclude) he 
gives us a Reaſon of Cyrisr's Willingrcfs that all 
Men ſhould be ſaved, in theſe Words, Who gave him- 
feif a Ranſom for all, As if he had ſaid, tince he 
gave hin Ha Ratſom for All, it is plain he willeth 
all Men to be ſaved. 

12. The ſme thing is poſitively affirmed, Heb in. g. 
le fee jlusus who was made a little lower than the 
An elt, for the /uffering of Death, crown'd with Glory 
and Honour, that he by the Grace of GOD might 
taße Death for every Man. He that will but open 
his Eyes, may ſee this Truth here aſſerted It he 
taſted Death for every Man, then certainly there is no 
Man for x hom he did not taſte Death; aud then there 
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is no Man who may not be made a Sharer of the Be- 
neft of it. 
14. Again, Our Lord himſelf ſays, Fe came not 
to condema the World, but that the World thro him 
night be ſaved, John wi. 17. And Jon wil. 47. 
He came not to judge the World, but to fave the World: ; 
Whe: cas, according to that Docttine, he did come ra- | 
ther to condemn the World, and not that it might be | 
ſaved by him. For if he did not come to bring Sa'— 
vation :o the greater Fart of Markind, but to increaſe 
their Condemnation, it neceſſatily follows, That he did 
net come with an Intention to fave, but to judge and 
condemn the greater Part of the World, contrary to 
his expreſs Teilimony. 
15. Yet again, as the Apoſtle Paul aſſerts, That 
GOD ii the Salvation of ad, ſo doth the A- 
poſtte Peter aſſert, That he willzth not the periſiing of 
any, 2 Pet. 1. 9, The Loa p ts not ſlack concerning 
his Promiſe, as ſome Men count Slackneſs : But is long- | 
Jufering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould perifh, 
but that all ſhou'd come to Repentauce. And this is 
agreeable to that of the Prophet Ezeltel xxxiii. 11. As 
J live faith the Lord, I have no Pleaſure in the Death g 
of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his Way | 
and live, Now if it be ſafe to believe GOD, we 
„ muſt not thivk, that he intends to cheat us by all 
theſe Expreſſions, but that be is in good Earneſt. And 
if his Will take not Effed, the blame is on our Parts; 
wh.ch could not be it Cae1i5T had never dicd for us | 
but left us under an Impoiſibility of Salvation, What | 
mean all thoſe earneſt Invuations, all thoſe regretting | 
Expoſtulations the Scripture is full of? As, Why will | 
Ye die, 0 * of Ifrael? They will not come unto me | 
that they maght have Life. I have waited to be gra- 
cious unto You. How often would I have gather'd You, | 
and Ye would not? Are Men who are fo invited un- k 
der no Capacity of being ſaved? Is Salvation impoſ- | 
fible to them. Will ycu then ſuppoſe GOD in this, | 
20 be only like the Author of a Romance, or Maſter of | 


a Comedy 
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à Comedy, who amuſes and raiſes the various AﬀeRions 
and Paſſions of the Spectators: Sometimes leading them 
into Hope, and ſometimes into Deſpair : All this being» 
in effeq , but a mere Iluſion, while he hath appointed 
what the Conclufion of all ſhall be? 

16. Farther yet; This Doctrine is abundantly son- 
firmed by that of the Apoſtle, 1 ohn ii. 1, 2. If any 
Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus CuR1sT the Righttous: And he is the Propi- 
tration for our Sins: and not ſor ours only, but alſo for 
the Sins of the Whole World, The Way which our Ad- 
verſaries take to evade this Teſtimony, is mot fooliſh 
and ridiculous. The World here, ſay they, is the World 
of Believers: For which we have nothing but their 
own Aſſertion. For firſt, let them ſhew me, if they 
can, in all the Scripture, where the whole World is 
taken for Believers only. I ſhall ſhew them, where it 
is many Times taken for the quite contrary, as, The 
World knoweth me not: The IWorld receiveth me not 
J am not of this World, Beſides all theſe Scriptures, 
Pſalm xvii. 14. Jjfat. xiii. 11. Matth. xviii. 7. John 
vii. 7. and viii. 26. and xii. 19. and xiv. 17. and xv. 
18, 19 and xvii. 14. and xviii. 20. 1 Cor. i. 21. and 
ii. 12. and vi. 2, Gal. vi. 14. James i. 27. 2 Peter 
ii. 20, 21 Jahn ii. 15. and iii. 1. aad iv. 4, 5. and 
many more. tends, The Apoſtle in this very 
Place contradiſtinguiſnes the World from the Saints 
thus, And not for Ours only, but for the Sins of the 
whole World, What means the Apoſtle by Ours here? 
Is not that the Sins of Believers? Was not he one 
of thoſe Believers? And was not this an Univer- 
ſal Epiſtle, written to all the Saints that then were ? 
So that eccording to theſe Men's Comment, there 
wou'd be a very unneceſſary and fooliſh Redundancy 


in the Apoſtle's Words, as if he had ſaid, He is 


Propitiation not only for the Sims of all Believers, but al- 
ſo for the Sins of all Believers. Is not this to make the 
Apaſtle's Words Nonſenſe ? Let them ſhew us, where 
ever there is ſuch a Manner of Speaking in all the 
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Scripture ; where any of the Penmen firſt name the Be- 
lir wers together with themſelves, and then conttadiſtin- 
guiſhes them from ſome other who! World of Believer; f 

17. But we need no better Interpreter for the Apof- 
tle than himſelf, who uſes the very ſame Expreſſion in 
the ſame Epiſtle c. v. 19: Saying, We &now that we 
are of GOD and the whole World Jieth in Wicked- 
res, There cannot be found in all the Scripture, Two 
Places which better anſwer one another: Seeing in 
both, the ſame Apoſtle, in the ſame Epiſtle, to the fame 
Perſons, contradiftinguiſhes himſelf and the Saints to 
whom he writes from the whole World ; which yet ac- 
cording to theſe Men's Comments ought to be under. 
ftond of Belizyers; as if St. Jobn had ſaid, We khow 
Particular Believers are of G O D, but the whole World 
of Believers liah in Wickedneſs. What abſurd wreft- 
ing of Scripture were this? And yet it may be as well 
pieaded for as the other, Seeing then the Apoſtles tells 
vs plainly, That Car1sT died not only for the Church 
of GOD to whom he wrote, but alſo for the whole 
World, let us hold faſt this Truth, which we have 
receiv'd not of Men but of G OD. 

18. But in order to make it yet more plain, we 
ſhall ſhew theſe two Things. 

Firſt, That GOD hath giver to every Man born into 
ihe World, a Time or Day Viſitation, during which 
they may be ſaved. 

Secondly, That f.r this End, he hath given to every 
Man, a Meaſure of Light and Grace, which if it is not 
reſiſted, will work the Salvation of Ail; but if it ts, will 
become their Condemnation. 

19. Now according to this Doctrine, the Mercy of 
GOD is excellently well ſet forth, in that none are ne- 
ceſſarily ſhut out from Salvation; and his Fuftice, in 
that he condemns none but fuch as might have been 
faved and won'd not. | 
This Doctrine agrees with the whole Tenor of the Gof- 

el, whether Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins are com- 
manded to be preach'd to every Creature, 
It magnifies the Merits and Death of Chaser, in 
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that it not only accounts them ſufficient to ſave All, 
but declares them to be brought ſo nigh to All, that 
they are thereby put into a Capacity of Salvation. 

It exalrs above all the Grace of GOD, to which 
it attribates All Good, aſcribing thereto not only the 
firſt Motions of Good, but alſo the whole Converſation 
and Salvation of the Soul. 

As it makes the whole Salvation of Man to defend 
upon GOD, Jo.it + makes bis Condemnation to be wholly 
of himſelf, in that he reſiſted the Grace of G OD, 
and when he might have been ſaved, wou'd not. 

It tate away all Ground of Diſpair, in that it gives 
every Man cauſe to hope for Salvation, ner yer doth it 
feed any ene in Security, in that none know how ſoon 
their Day may expire: And therefore, it is a compleat 
Incitement and lively Encouragement to every Man, if 
he forſake Evil and eloſe with that which is Good, 

| Laſtly, I. is really and in effect, tho* not in ſo many 
Words, confirmd and ęſtabliſt' d by all the Preachers of 
the Chriftian Religion, that ever awere, or now are, 
even by thoſe who otherwiſe oppoſe this Doctrine: In 
that they all, whatſoever Place they come to, do 

reach to the People, and to every Individual among 
them, that they may be ſaved, intreating them to 
believe in ChRIsT, who hath died for them. So 
that what they, deny in the general, they acknow- 
ledge of every Particular; there being no Man to 
whom they do not preach, in order to Salvation, 
telling him Jesus ChrIsT calls and wills him to be- 
liewe and be ſaved: And, that if he retuſe, he ſhall 
therefore be condemn'd, and his Condemnation is of 
himfelf. Such is the Power of Truth, that it con- 
ſtrains its Adverſaries, even againſt their Wills to plead 
for it. | 
20. We do not indeed by ibis Day Vifitation, un- 
derſtand the whole time of a Man's Life; tho' in ſome 
it may be extended to the very Hour of Death: But 
fuch a Seaſon, at leaſt, as, ſufficiently clears GOD of 
every Man's Condemnation, which to ſome may be 
ſooner, and to others later, according as the Loxsp in 


his Wiſdom ſees meet. So that many Men may 2 
IT ive 


(15. ) 

live this Day, after which GOD fers them to be 
bardned, as a juſt Puniſhment of their wilful Unbelief, 
and even rai/es them up as Inſtruments of Wrath, and 
makes them a Scourge one againſt another. To Men 
in this Condition may be fitly applied thoſe Scrip- 
turez, which are abuſed to prove, That G-OD con- 
ſtrains Men to fin. This is plainly expreſs'd by the 
Apoſtle, Rom, i. from v. 17. to the End: But eſpeci- 
ally v. 28. Even as they did not like to retain GOD 
ia their Knowledge, GOD gave them up to a Repro- 
bale Mind, to do thoſe Things which are not convenient. 
And that many ontlive the Day of their Viſitation, 
appears by CuR1sT's weeping over Feru/alem, Luke 
Xix. 42. ſaying, JF thou hadſt known in this Day 
the Things that belong unto thy Peace! But now they 
are hid from thy Fyes: This plainly imports a time 
when they might have known them, which now was 
removed from them. 

21. But tho' we aſſirm there is a time given to all, 
wherein they may be ſaved, yet we deny not ſuch 
Grace may be given to Some, that they mu/! be ſaved. 
There may be ſome in whom the Grace of GOD to 
worketh, that they canner re/ift it, But there are none 
in whom it doth yet work fo that they might be ſaved, 
if they did not wilfully reject Salvation. 

22. By theſe Poſitions, two Great Objections are 
eaſiiy ſolved. The firſt is brought from thoſe Places 
of Scripture, wherein GOD ſcems to have predeſ- 
tinated ſome to Salvation. We grant he has: So here 
is no Difficulty at all. The vccond is drawn from 
thoſe Places, wherein GOD ſeems to have predeftinated 
ſome to Deſtruttion; hecauſe he is ſaid, To harden 
their Fltarts, and to have raijed them up, that they. 
might Cauſe bis Peter to be hioun Dot if they be 
number'd among thoſe Men, wioſe Day of Viſitation 
is over, this ObjeQion allo is at an end, 

23. We come now more Cirectly to ſhew, That 
GOD_ hath piven to every Man a Day, er Time of 
Viſitation, wherein it ts foffitle for lin to te Javed. 
Now if we prove that, there is a ime cr Day 
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given, in which thoſe might have been faved, who 
attually periſh, the Matter is done. (For none deny 
that thoſe who are ſaved heve a Day of Viſitation) 
And this appeers by the Complaints the Spirit of GOD, 
thro%out the whole Seriptere, makes, even to thoſe that 
did Periſh, challenging them ſor not accepting GOD's 
Viſitation and offer'd Mercy, Thus the Lok b ex- 
preſſes himſelf firſt of a!! to Cain, Gen. iv. 6, 7. 
And the Lok D ſaid unto Cain. why art thou wroth, 
and uuhy is thy Counienane len? If thin deft aell, 
ſhalt thiu net be arcepied? If theu co not well, Sin 
lieth at tle Deer. This was ſaid to Cain, before he 
ſle w his Brother. We ſee bow GOD gave him War- 
ning; and cficr'd, in the Day of his Viſitation, Ac- 
ceptance if he did well, For thoſe Words, Stall thou 
net be accefica ?* Niel import, Theu Ga be accepted, 
if theu def} auell. So that if we may trut GOD, 
the Fountain of all Truth, theie was a Day in which 
it was poſſible, cven fer Cain to be accepted. The 
Lozxp himſelf alſo fkews, That he gave a Day of 
Viſitation to tle CI H, Gn. vi. 3. And the Lord 
ald, my Spirit fal wet alt at fhrive avith Man : 
Marifenly n plyirg, That his Spirit did five with 
tim for a Scaion, which Seaſon expring, GOD ceas'd 
to fli;ve sii him in erder toi: Salvation, From tits 
Dy of VIßtatien d ch GOD hath given to many, 
it is, that he is ſeid to ci, % be pgracois, Jai. xx. 
18. Ard to Le K ing., Exca. xxxie. 6. Nuns. 
xiv. 18. Pfal. lxxxN .. 15. and Jer. xv. 16. where 
the Propher in bis Preycz, his hoid on the Long fu, 
feringef GO; ard io bis Expoflulsting with GON, 
be ſhuts cut the Cbjedtion of cur Adierſarics in the 
18th Verſe, y is my Pain ferfetuct and my Wourd 
theurable, au bich refuicch to te hiald? Wilt thou al- 
together le ur te me as a Liar and as Waters that fail? 
Whereas, accordirg to our Adverſaries Opinion, the 
Pain of the meſt Part of Men is perpetual, and their 
Wau d altogether incuraltle, Yea the Offer of Salvation 
unto them is as Lic and as Waters that fail, being ne- 
ver intended to be of any Eff ct unto them. Ie A- 
polt.e Peter ſays (x He y, That this Lon; /afering of 
CG 
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GOD raited in the Days , Noah, for thoſe of the 
Cld World; anſwerably to Gen. vi. 3. And that none 
may object that this Long: ſuſtering or ſtriving of the 
Loxp was not in order to their Salvation, the ſame 
Apoſtle ſaith as expteſsly (2 Pet. iii. 15.) That the 
I ong-fufering of GOD ts to be accounted Salvation: 
And with this Long ſuffering, a little before he cou- 
ples, That he is not willing that any ſhould periſh, Where 
taking him for his own Interpreter, as 1s moſt fit, he 
reaches, that thoſe to whom the Lok p is Leong-/uffering 
(which he declareth he was to the Old World, and is 
now to All, not willing that any ſhou:d periſu) they are to 
account this Long. ſuſfering of GOD to them Salvation, 
But how can they account it Salvation, if there be not 
ſo much as a Paſſibility of Salvation conveyed to them 
therein ? 

24. St. Peter, further refers to the Writings of Paul, 
ſewing this to have been the Univerſal Docttine. 
Waere it is obſervable, he adds, In which are ſome - 
Things hard to be underſtood, which they that. are un- 
learned and unflable' wreſt to their own Deſtruction : In- 
ti mating plainly thoſe Expreſſions in Paul's Epiſtles, as 
Rom, ix. &c. which ſome wunlearned in Spiritual Thiogs, 
wreſted ſo as to contradit GO D's Long efering to- 
wards All, not willing that any of them fhould periſh, 
but that all ſhould come to the ſaving Knowledge of his 
ruth. Would to GOD many had tzken more Heed 
than they have to this Advertiſement! | 

25. That Place of the Apoſtle Paul which Peter 
ſeems here more particularly to hint at, doth much 
contribute alſo to clear the Matter, Rom. ii 4, De- 


ſpiſeſt thou the Riches of his Goodnesſs and Forbearance 


and Long-fuffering, not knewing that the Goodneſs of 
GOD leadeth tice to Repentance ? St. Paul ſpeaks 
here to the unregenerate and Wicked, who (in the fol- 
lowing Verſe he faith) treaſure ub Wrath unto the Day 
of - Wratii, And to ſuch. he commends the Riclies of 
the Forbearance and Leng-ſuffering ? G O D, ſhew- 
ing that its tending is, To lead them to Repentance , 
But how cou'd. it have this Tendency, To lead them 
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to Repentance ? Or how cou'd it be called Riches of 
Goodneſs to them, if there was not a Time wherein 
they might repent by it, and come to be Sharers of 
the Riches thereof ? 

26. The Sum is this: If Gop plead with the Wicked, 
'from the Poſſibility of their being accepted; if Goy's 
Spirit ſtrive with them for a Seaſon, in order to ſave 
them who afterwards periſh ; if he wait to be gracious 
unto them; if he be Long-ſuffering towards them; if 
during the Time of this Long-ſuffering Gop willeth 
them to periſh, but by the Riches of his Goodneſs 
and Forberance leadeth them to Repentance ; Then 
there was a Day of Viſitation, even to thoſe who have 
periſh'd wherein they might have been ſav'd. 

27. Secondly, This appears from Tfatah v. 4. 
That cou'd I have done more to my Vineyard? For 
in Verſe 2, he ſaith, He had fenced it and gather'(d 
out the Stones therecf, and planted it with the choiceſt 
Vines. And yet (faith he) when I aged it ſhould have 
brought forth Grapes, it brought Wild Grapes, 
Wherefore he calleth the Men of Juda to be judges 
tetween him and his Vineyard, ſaying, 
have done more to my Vineyard than 1 have 
And yet (as is ſaid) it brought forth Ni 
Which was applied to thoſe in {frael, wh 
6 O D's Mercy, The fame Similitude is u 
CHRIST, Matt, xxi. 33. Mark xii. 1. and Lu 
9. where Jesus ſhews, how to ſome a Viney 
was planted, and all Things given neceſſary for A 
to get them Fruit to render to their Maſter, and how the 
Maſter many Times waited to be merciful to them, in 
ſending Servants after Servants, and paſſing by many 
Ofences, before he determined to deſtroy and caſt them 
out, Now this cannot be underſtood of the Saints, or 
of ſuch as repent and are ſaved : For it's ſaid expteſsly, 
He will def rey them. Neither would the Parable any 
way anſwer the End for which it is brought, if theſe 
Men had not been in a Capacity to have Cone good. 
Yea ſach was their Capacity that Cursr faith in the 
Prophet, what cou'd J have done more? So that it 
is manifeſt, by this Parable, lepeated by Three 
| Evangeliſts, 
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Evargeliſts,that CIS declares his Long-ſuiſering to- 
wards thoſe Men, who when Means of Salvation were 
afforded to them, did nevertheleſs refit and would not 
be ſaved. | 

28. Lally, That there is a Day of Viſitationgiveneven 
to the Wicked, wherein they may be ſaved, and which- 
being expired they are then ſhut out from Salvation, 
appears evidently by CurtIsT's Lamentation over Je- 
ru/alem, expreſt in three ſundry Places, Ma-. xxiii. 37. 
Ek? xiii, 34, and 19, 41, 42: And xchen be was come 
rear, he beheld tle City and wept over ut, ſozirg, I 
thou had kntwn, even thou, at leaft in this thy Day, 
the Things that belong to thy Peace! But new thiy ars 
hid from thine Eyes: Than which nothing can be more 
plain. For firſt, he here ſhews, That there was a Day, 
wherein the Inhahti:ance of Jeruſalem might hade known 
thoſe Things that lelmged to their Peace: Secondly, 
That during that Day, he was willing to have ga- herd 
them, even cs a Hin pgatherth her Young * Thirdly; 
That becauſe they refuſed rhe Things belonging to their 
Peace, they were at length hid from their Eyes. Why were 
they hid? Becauſe ye wou'd not ſuffer me to gather 
Zen; ye would not fee thoſe Things that were good 
for you, in the Seaſon of G O D's Love towards you :- 
And therefore now, that Dey being expired, ye carnnce 
fee them. And for a farther judgment, G OD ſuf- 
fers you to be harden'd in Unbelief. 

29. So it is after they have rejected the Offer of 
Mercy, and Salvation, and not before, that G OD- 
hardens Mens Hearts, And thus To him that hath 
fall be given; ard from him that hath not, ſhall bs 
taken away, even that which he hath: He hath 
not; becauſe he hath loſt the Seaſon of uſing it, and ſo 
to him it is now as nothing. For CarisT uſes this 
Expreſſion, Mats. xxv. 26 on occaſion of the taking 
the one Talent ſrom the ſlothſul Servant: Which Talent 
was no way inſufficient of itſelf, but of the ſame Na- 
ture with thoſe given to the others. And therefore the 
Eorp had Reaſon to exact the Profit of it propotion- 
ably, as of the reſt. So (1 ſay) it is aſter regeQing 
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ration is infficted on Men: As Cur1sT pronounces it 
on the Jeu, out of  //aiah vi. 9. which all the 
Four Evangeliſts mention. Matt. xiti. 14, Mark iv. 
12. Luke viii. 10 John xii. 40. And laſt of all, St. 
Pail, after he had offered Salvation to the Fervs at 
Rome, pronounces the ſame, Ad xxviii. 26. Well ſpa le 
ihe Hely. Gba by Iſaiah the Prophet un'o our Fathers, 
ſaying, Go unte this Peopl: and ſay, Hearing ye ſpall 
hear, and ſhail not underſtand, and ſeeing ye ſpall ſce, 
and ſbal. not precei ve. For the Heart of this People is 
waxed, gro/s and their Ears are dull of hearing, and their 
Eye: have they cloſed; leaſt they ſhould fee with their 
Eye:, and hear with their Ears, and underſtand with, 
their Iles, and ſhould be converted and 1 fpould heal 
them, So it appears, that G OD wou'd have had 
them to ſce, but se doſed their Eyes; and therefure 
they were juſtly harden'd. 

30, What now remains to be proved is, That 
GOD bath given lo every Man during the Day of his 
V:/ntaiimn, a Meaſere of ſaving, f:fficient Light and Grace. 
And this J mall prove, thro! GOD's Aſſiſtance, by 
Plain and clear Teſtimonies of Scripture. | 

31. Fuſt, that of St, Jabn i. 9. That was 
rhe True Light which lighteth every Man that cometh 
ini 144 Ford, He hath ſaid before, The Life that 7s 
in bim is the Light of Men, and, the Light fhineth in 
the Derkny:: and to this he adds, He ts the true 
— that lighteth every Man that cometh inta the 

rid. i 

32. From a hence we may in ſhort obſerve, That 
the Apcſile calls CHRIST Light of Men. And as he is 
the Light, Vue walk with him in that Light which he 
communicates to us, we come to have Fellowſhip and. 
Communion ub bin, as the ſame Apoſtle faith 
eliewhere, 1 John i. 7. Secondly, That this Light 
ſhineth in the Darkne/s, tho" the Darkne/s comprehend it not, 
Thirdly, That e true Light lighteth every Man who 
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Captiouſneſo, who wor'd reſtrain this to a certain Num- 
ber; for where eveiy one is, there is none excluded. 
And 
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And ſhou'd they ſay, that this every Man is only every on 
of the Elea, the Following Words every Man that comes b 
wo thi World wou'd ptaity refute them. So that it is clear, 
there comes no Man into the World, whom CuzisT 
hath not exlightered in ſome Meaſure, and in whoſe 
dark Heart the Light hath not ſhined. Tho? the Dark- 
meſs cemprebend it not, yet it fhineth there, and the 
Nature thereof, is to diſpell the Darkneſs, where Men 
thut not their Eyes upon it. 

33. And for what End this light is given, is expreſt 
in Verſe 7. where John is ſaid to come for a Witneſs 
to bear Witneſs to the Light, that all Men thro) it (d avre 
might b lieve. Ovr Tranſlators indeed (to make it 
ſuit their own Doctrine) have turned the Words 7hrs' 
Him, as if all Men weite to believe thro' Vn. For 
which as there is nothing in the Text, ſo it is con- 
trary to the whole Strain of the Context. For ſeeirg 
Cnar15sT hath lighted every Man with this Light, is 
it not, that they may come to believe thro? i7 John 
ſhined not in the Darkneſs, but this Light Hines 
in the Darkne/s, that having diſpell'd the Darknels,it 
may beget Faith. | 

24. Seeing then this Light is the Light of Jesvs 
Christ, and the Light thro' which Men come to 
believe, it needs not to be doubted, but that it is a ſuper- 
natural, ſaving and ſufficient Light. It cannot be any 
of the natural Faculties of our Soul, beeauſe it is ſaid 
to ſiinz in the Darkneſs, which Darkneſs is no other 
than the natural State of Man. And that this is ſufficient 
and {aving, I prove thus: | 

That which is given that all Men ihro* it may 
believe; that by walking in which we have Fellowſhip 
with GOD muſt be ſufficient to Salvation; but ſuch 
is this Light, Therefore, it is ſufficient for Salvation. 

Again, That which we are commanded to believe in, 
that we may become the Children of the Light muſt be a 
ſupernatural, ſufficient, and ſaving Principle: But we are 
commanded fo to believe in this Sight. Therefore, It 
is a ſupernatural, ſufficient, and ſaving Principle. 

The firſt Propoſition cannot be denied; the ſecond. is 
Cur1sT's own Words, J. xil. 36. Vile ye have 
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rhe Light; believe in the Light, that s may be the ChHil- 
aren of the Light. 12 | 

35. If it be ſaid, 'That by Light here is meant 
CarrsT's outward Perſon, this is ſafficieatly anſwered 
by the Words themſelves, and by the Verſe going be- 


fore, Walt, while ye have the Light, leaſt Darkne/7 


come uppen you; plainly importing, That when that 
Light in which they were to believe was removed, 
they ſnou'd loſe the Capacity or Seaſon of believing. 
Now this cou'd not be underſtood of CHRNISsT's Per- 
ſon ; for many did ſavingly believe in Him (as we do 
at this Day) when His outwatd Perſon was far removed 
from them, 80 that this Light in which they were 
cominanded to believe, mult be that inward Light from 
CnrrisT, which ſhines in every Man's Heart for a 
Seaſon, even during the Day of his Viſitation : While 
this continueth to call, invite and exhort, Men are ſaid 
to have it, and may believe in it. But when they 
have rejected it, it is at length withdrawn, and then they 
know not where to go. And therefore to ſuch rebeli- 
dos ones, the Day of the Lord is ſaid to be Darkneſs 
and not Light, Amos v. 18. 

36. That a Meaſare of this ſawing Light or Grace is 
given o All, CurnsT telletn us expreſsly in the 
Parable of the Sower, Mars. xiii. Mart iv. and / ute 
viii, where He ſaith, That this Seed ſown in thoſe 
feveral Sorts of Ground is The Word cf the King dom, 
even that Mord which, as St. James ſzith, is able ro 
fave the Saul. Now we may obſerve, That the Sced 
which was fovin by the Van fide, and in the Stony 
and Therny-Ground, altho' it did not profit there, was 
the ſame Seed which was ſowm on the good Ground. 
ut the Cares of the World, or the Deceitfulneſs of 
Riches, or the Deſire of other Things, or the Fear of 
Perſecution, hinders this Seed from growing in the 
Hezrts of many. Not but that, in its own Nature, 
it is ſufficient io Salvation; being the very ſame with 
that, which groweth up and profpereth in the Hearts 
cf thoſe who receive it, So that, tho” all are not 
ſaved by it, yet there is a Seed of Salvation ſown in 

the 
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the Hearts of All; which wou'd grow up and fave 
the Soul, if it not choaked and hindered. 

27. To this anſwers. the Parable of the Talents, 
Matt. xxv. He that had two Talents was accepted as 
well as he that had five, becauſe he uſed them to his 
Maſter's Profit. And he that had One might have 
done the ſame. His Talent was of the ſame Nature 
with the Reſt, and was as capable to have brought 
forth an Incrcaſe in Proportion, as any of theirs. And 
{o, tho” there be not a like Proportion of Grace given 
to all, but to ſome five Talents, to ſome two, and to 
ſome one Talent only, yet there is given to All that 
which is ſuficient, and no more is required than ac- 
cording to that which is given: For unto whomſoerer 
much is given, of him alſo much ſhall be reguir d. Luke 
ii. 48. Ee that had he twoT alents was accepted in giving 
four, nothing. leſs than he taat gave the ten, So 
fhou'd he alſo that gave the one, if he had given two. 
And no Doubt one was as capable of producing two, as 


five of producing ten, or zo ſour. 


38. I ſhall add but one Proof more, That all Men 
have a Meaſure of ſaving Grace, which is that of the 
Apoſtle Paul to Titus, c ii 11. The Grace of GOD 
that bringeth Salvation hath appeared unto all Men: 
Than which there can be nothing more clear, it com- 
prebending both Parts of the Controverſy. Firſt, it 
teſtifies, that it is no natural Principle, but the Grace 
of GOD bringing Salvation, Secondly, It ſays, that 
this hath appeared, not to a Few, but 7e all Men, 
And there is nothing (as the following Words declare) 
required of Man, which this Grace teacheth not. Yet 
I have heard a Publick Preacher, to evade the Strength 
of this Text, and deny this Grace to be ſaving and ſay, 
It meant only common Graces, fuch as is the Heat f the 
Fire and te Light f the Sun. Such is the Darkneſs 
of thoſe that oppoſe the Truth ! Whereas the Text 
faith expreſsly, it is ſaving (Ewrnjpe;). Others that 
cannot deny but it is ſaving, fay, This all, Means 
not every individual, but only ſome of all Kinds. But is 
a bare Denial ſufficient to overturn a poſitive Aſſertion? 
If the Scriptures may be ſo abuſed, What ſo abſurd as 

may 
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way not be pleaded fo t or what 6 
manifeſt may not be des te tben no Rea- 
ſon to be ſlagger'd at their defy Ide. Scripture 


expreſs| y atirms. They may: a wdde,;us, that 
we!do not intend that W 4. Ain as Make us 
believe the Apoſtle ſpeaks a Thing iu Plain . ords, and 


yet intends quite the Contra. * 
39 And. indeed can there be any Thing more abſurd, 
than to ſay where the Word is plainly ALL it does not 
mean ALL, but only Few ? It is true that ALL is 
ſometimes taken for the greater, Number, of two Num- 
bers mention'd; but let them ſhew us if they can, 
either in Scripture, or Profane' Hccleſiaſtical Writ- = 
ings, thatany Man who wrote'Senfe, ,did ever uſe the 
Word Alt, to expreſs of two Numbers the Leſſer. 
Whereas they affirm, that the far Leſſer Number have 
receiv'd ſaving Grace, and yet will have the Apoſtle to 1 
6, nify them only by the Word AL Contrary to all 
the Rules of ſpeaking, as well as to the whole Tenor 
of the Goſpel. 43-3 berg 
40; We conclude then, That, the: Gofpel is indeed 

Good Tidings of Great Foy which may be unto all People 
That the Miniſters thereof, are to preach to every Crea- 
ture, to declare to all the common Salvation, and to offer 
Repentance and Remiſſtiun of Sins to all, warning every one - 
and exhorting every one : That ChrisT died for All who 
died in Adam, that he gave himfelf a Ranſom for Al.; 
taſting Death for every Man : That he came not to condemn 
the World, but that the World thro' him might be ſaved : 
that he willeth tha! all Men ſhould be ſaved, and willeth not 
that any ſhou'd peniſh : That he is the Propitiation not for 

our Sins only, who believe, but alſo for the Sins of the whole 
World, That accordingly he giveth to all a Day or 
Time of Viſitation, wherein it is poſſible for them to 

be ſaved ; and therein a Meaſure of ſaving Grace, fo 
that if they die, their Blood is on their own Heads : See- 
ing, when they mig/t they would not come unto Him, 
that thy might have Life. | 
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